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What are your 
ambitions for 
terminology 
control?

• Consistency in recording =>

• Tidy lists

• Better information retrieval

• Query expansion (thesauri)

• Joining up information into a 
‘bigger picture’



Terminology 
control 
resources …

• Focus on “the term”

• Can be natural reflections of real-world 
entities (people; storage  locations; 
museum objects)

• Or can be artificial categories with a 
specified scope (AAT; Nomenclature; 
CT acquisition methods)

• Scoped by department/institution 
type/country

• Language-bound

• Reliant on scope notes, etc. for shared 
understanding of meaning



Where do they 
come from?

• ‘home-grown’: allowed terms held in a 
local database, controlled locally

• ‘someone else’s home-grown’, e.g. 
Herts Simple Name termlist

• ‘community initiative’, e.g. SHIC, 
Railways Thesaurus, AAT

• ‘generic resource’, e.g. Wikipedia



Practicalities of 
using someone 
else’s system

When adopting an external terminology 
resource, there are issues:

• Do you trust ‘someone else’s view’?

• How do you get hold of it? Is it free?

• How does maintenance happen?

• Updating the resource over time

• Localisation: adding custom terms 
specific to your collection



How does 
Linked Data fit 
into this 
picture?

Linked Data resources can be your controlled 
terminology

The identifiers they use (URLs) are more 
specific and (hopefully) more persistent than 
‘terms’

Meaning of a concept is defined by its 
properties

Including a Linked Data URL in your records 
gives you access to all of its associated 
information



The Linked 
Data 
approach

Use URIs to name (identify) things. 

Use HTTP URIs so that these things can be 
looked up (interpreted, "dereferenced"). 

Provide useful information about what a 
name identifies when it's looked up, using 
open standards such as RDF, SPARQL, etc. 

Refer to other things using their HTTP URI-
based names when publishing data on the 
Web.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_resource_identifier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypertext_Transfer_Protocol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource_Description_Framework
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SPARQL
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HTTP
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/URI


A useful 
terminology 
control Linked 
Data resource 
offers

A means of finding the concept 
you are after

A response format you can 
work with



What’s out 
there?

First, you need to find suitable 
Linked Data sources

Worth looking at:

• Dbpedia

• WikiData

• Geonames

• Getty ‘vocabularies’ (AAT, ULAN, TGN)

• BM termlists in ResearchSpace

• Modes termlists



Modes ‘web 
termlist’



Modes web 
termlist

Uses the same dialogue as standard termlist lookups

Holds the ‘search term’ (Deilephila elpenor) in one 
field; the Linked Data identifier goes in another

Search term is embedded in a HTTP URL; response is 
XML

Responses converted to standard term selection 
format

Data for selected term stored in a local ‘cache’ file

Don’t need to store the full URL in the Modes data



Publishing 
Linked Data 
yourself

You could publish your 
own collection as Linked 
Data. This:

• Gives a persistent URL to each 
object in your collection

• Acts as an API for external 
clients wanting access to your 
collections information

• Provides a useful HTML 
summary of each collections 
object



Wordsworth Trust as Linked Data



Modes 
termlists as 
Linked Data



Opportunities 
and 
challenges of 
Linked Data

A Linked Data resource gives you more information 
about each concept than a traditional termlist

This information is machine-processible, so you can use 
it e.g. to generate distribution maps of your search 
results

Because Linked Data URLs are specific, they can act as a 
shared frame of reference across the whole museum 
world (and beyond)

You will typically need an additional field to record a 
Linked Data URL

Linked Data involves moving beyond just ‘recording 
words consistently’



Who’s up for 
the challenge?

• Web termlists have been available in 
Modes for a decade or so; very few 
users have adopted them. Where is the 
user demand?

• Are other museum software providers 
developing support for Linked Data 
terminology control via web services? 
Or providing a mechanism for 
publishing collections as Linked Data?

• Who is going to be the provider of the 
trusted, shared frames of reference 
which our community will be happy to 
adopt?
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